BACKGROUND
It is vital to focus on research that is most likely to bring benefits to local patients and their families within end-of-life (EoL) care. Within the UK, the Palliative and end-of-life care Priority Setting Partnership (PeolcPSP) worked with patients, carers, and health and social care professionals to identify and prioritise research questions to influence future end-of-life care research (PeolcPSP, 2015) . This partnership identified ten topics for future EoL research (See Supplemental File 1 for a summary of the ten topics). However, it is also important to ensure that regional variances in population demographics and service provision are taken into account when setting future EoL 
Consultation with healthcare professionals
HCPs from various care delivery settings and organisations within Greater Manchester were purposively selected and invited to attend a workshop facilitated by staff within CLAHRC GM. Prior to attendance, HCPs chose two topics from the six local priority topic areas and were allocated to facilitated discussion groups related to their chosen topics. Within these group discussions, HCPs discussed why their chosen topics were important to them and developed research questions that they felt would be important to address. Details of all discussions were recorded on flip charts and notes were transcribed.
32 HCPs took part in the consultation; 44% (14/32) were clinicians, 40% (13/32) were senior managers and 16% (5/32) were managers in a quality improvement, practice development or research role. A wide range of clinicians were involved, including palliative care consultants, GPs, nurses and EoL care facilitators. Managers were generally directors or leads for services such as palliative care, community EoL care, nursing home services or the complex discharge service.
Consultation with carers
Carers from seven local carer groups within Greater Manchester that had experience of, and an interest in EoL care were invited to be part of the consultation process. A range of methods were used including informal workshops facilitated by two members of CLAHRC GM staff at each carer organisation, and one-to-one telephone and face to face interviews conducted by a CLAHRC GM facilitator. Carers selected which of the six topics they wanted to discuss including why that topic was important to them. Unlike the HCPs who were limited to two choices, there was no restriction on the number of topics that carers could select. The discussions (where consent was gained) were recorded and subsequently transcribed verbatim, with key points recorded on flipchart paper. All the information from the audio recordings, flip chart notes, and completed data collection forms was organised under the six main topic areas. 5 26 carers took part in the consultation process. Table 1 presents the demographic information. The majority were previous carers (58%, 15/26). In addition, 54% (14/26) had been in a caring role for two or more different people, with an average time period of 12.5 years (ranged from 8 weeks to 69 years). The majority (55%; 14/26) were carers for older adults between 65-84 years old.
[insert Table 1 ]
RESULTS

Topics of shared importance
The three topics selected most frequently for discussion by HCPs were: Planning end-of-life care in advance, Access to 24 hour care, and Knowledge and education ( Figure 2 ). Four out of the six topics 
Refining research questions
Research questions were developed by HCPs in relation to each topic during the workshop. Carers' views on why each topic was important to them were used by the project team to help refine these questions and to ensure that their views were represented. Table 2 displays the research questions developed for the 3 shared topics of highest priority for both HCPs and carers. Table 3 displays the research questions for the three remaining topic areas.
[Insert Table 2] [Insert Table 3 ]
CONCLUSIONS
The overall aim of this project was to identify the local EoL research priorities for Greater Manchester via a consultation process with both HCPs and carers. All six topics selected for inclusion in this consultation process were relevant for HCPs and carers, which validates the national findings.
Three topics in particular had shared importance for both HCPs and carers; 'Access to 24 hour care', 'Planning end-of-life care in advance' and 'Staff and carer education'. However, moving forward, any one of the research questions developed for each of the six topics could be used as a starting point for future EoL research. Whilst further work is required to further define these relatively broad questions and to ascertain if the current literature may indeed already sufficiently address some of the questions, they provide an excellent starting point for future EoL research within both the clinical and academic communities of Greater Manchester. 
